
Harlyn Primary School Music Development Plan  (2026 Revision) 

In response to the publication of the National Plan for Music Education 2022 

Supporting Documents: Harlyn Music Subject Policy, Subject Action Plan 2025-26, Music 

Skills Progression  

 

Introduction 

As stated in our subject policy, we aim to provide our pupil with a variety of musical 

activities that allow them to develop their skills within key musical areas. Through working 

collaboratively, we hope that pupils will develop in confidence and creativity, whilst also 

developing their social skills.  

We aim to provide a wide range of opportunities at Harlyn, that allow pupils to realise their 

musical potential and further develop their skills as a musician. This is done through whole 

class ensemble tuition, as well as extra-curricular activities. We also aim to provide whole 

school opportunities where possible, for example, arranging workshops from external 

providers.  

Music is an accessible subject which also allows pupils to develop a range of transferrable 

skills. Research has found a number of benefits in terms of academic achievement and 

personal benefits, including physical and mental health that can be attributed to the study 

of music. We hope all pupils will benefit from this through the broad and differentiated 

curriculum we provide.  

 

Curriculum 

Pupils currently receive 45 minutes to 1 hour of music each week, as well as weekly singing 

assemblies. These are all lead by a music specialist. We are fortunate to have a well-

resourced music room and an annual budget set to cover the cost of resources when 

needed. 

Our curriculum aims to build upon the key musical skill of: listening and appraisal, singing 

and playing (performance), and composing and improvising. During their time at Harlyn, 

they will cover music from a variety of genres, backgrounds, and time periods. 

All pupils have the opportunity to perform in productions and class assemblies. 

 

 The current long-term plan: 

 



 



Assessment and Progression 

Pupils are continually assessed and evidence is collected in the form of videos and written 

work where appropriate. At the end of each academic year, pupils are assessed against the 

objectives set out in the skills progression documents.  

 

Assessments made during lessons are compiled on a class document, with colour coded 

marks against the musical skills and accompanying annotations where appropriate.  

 

The music specialist teacher is observed twice yearly, with additional observations carried 

out by the Music Hub also. An action plan for the subject is compiled annually and planning 

for the year also considers the objectives set out on the whole school development plan.  

 

Wider Opportunities 

 

The school offers a range of extra-curricular activities. Our current selection of clubs is 

outlined below, though adaptations may be made in each academic year: 

- KS2 Choir – The choir is open to all pupils. They partake in a range of internal and 

external events.  

- KS2 Ensemble – Pupils who learn instruments either within school or outside school 

are invited to join the ensemble. They perform at school events throughout the 

academic year.  

- Year 2 Song Squad – Introduced in the summer term, the Song Squad aims to 

provide a stepping stone towards the KS2 choir, giving pupils an idea of what to 

expect from weekly rehearsals and to experience performing within a smaller 

ensemble.  

- Recorder Club – Following their Whole Class Ensemble Tuition, year 4 pupils are 

welcome to join the club. This allows them to consolidate their learning and progress 

further with their recorder playing skills.  

- Ukulele Club - Following their Whole Class Ensemble Tuition, year 6 pupils are 

welcome to join the club. This allows them to consolidate their learning and progress 

further with their ukulele playing skills.  

- Music Technology Club – Open to pupils within KS2, this club allows pupils to 

combine music and technology in order to compose music and find out about the 

process of recording and editing sound.  

 

Across the school, pupils take part in weekly singing assemblies and also take part in 

productions and class assemblies throughout the academic year. 

 



Where appropriate, further opportunities for pupils to explore music are arranged. For 

example, we celebrated World Music Day with cross-curricular learning activities and 

external workshops, allowing pupils to explore music from other cultures.  

 

 

Response to Aims of the NPME  

In response to the National Plan for Music Education, we have evaluated our provision 

against the objectives:  

Point What we currently provide 

at Harlyn 

What we would like to 

develop at Harlyn 

Access to instrumental 

lessons across a range of 

instruments and voice. 

Whole class instrumental 

teaching (ideally one year) 

and individual or small 

group peri lessons. NB. 

Lessons including peri one-

to-one/small groups 

lessons should be within 

the school day. 

Peripatetic lessons are 

currently available within 

school for violin, keyboard, 

brass instruments, 

woodwind and guitar. These 

are provided by Hillingdon 

Music Hub.  

 

Children can also sign up for 

lessons with the music hub 

at external venues, with a 

wider range of instruments 

available.  

 

Information about the 

process for enrolling for 

peripatetic lessons has been 

distributed to parents via 

email and is also published 

on the school’s website. We 

have also highlighted the 

fact that some children may 

be eligible for subsidised 

lessons, as this may form a 

barrier for some parents. 

 

Whole class ensemble 

tuition currently takes place 

in years 2, 3, 4 and 6. With 

We keep in contact with the 

hub to provide taster 

sessions or assemblies (free 

demonstration sessions for 

pupils to try out 

instruments) at the end of 

each academic year, with a 

view to increasing 

participation in the 

following academic year.  

 

 

 



pupils learning the djembe 

drums, recorder, ukulele, 

glockenspiel and keyboard.  

A school choir and/or vocal 

ensemble.   

 

 

Harlyn Primary School has a 

choir that rehearses weekly. 

The choir has an 

outstanding reputation 

amongst the local 

community. They partake in 

a range of events, including 

a local Christmas Light 

Switch On, Young Voices 

and the local singing 

festival.  

 

A year 2 taster session will 

be provided at the end of 

the academic year to 

provide an insight into what 

choir rehearsals entail. This 

was completed in the 

previous academic year and 

many of the children in 

attendance went on to join 

the choir the following year.  

No further action needed at 

this point.  

A school ensemble (such as 

an orchestra), band or 

group.  

 

 

We have a small music 

ensemble who perform in 

the Christmas Assembly. 

This is made up of 

peripatetic pupils and pupils 

from WCET sessions/ 

recorder club.  

 

We understand that for 

many parents, enrolling 

their child for peripatetic 

lessons may not be 

financially viable. We do not 

want this to be a barrier to 

pupils realising their talents 

and experiencing ensemble 

It is hoped that in due 

course, the number of 

peripatetic pupils we have 

within school will increase, 

allowing us to expand the 

ensemble over time.  

 



playing. For this reason, 

year, we launched the 

Recorder Club and Ukulele 

Club. These groups of pupils 

making excellent progress 

with their recorder and 

ukulele playing and develop 

a number of musical skills.  

Space for rehearsals and 

individual practice.  

 

Rooms are allocated in 

order for peripatetic lessons 

to take place during the 

school day.  

 

A survey was carried out 

amongst pupils and it was 

deemed that allocated 

practise spaces would be 

useful. A lunchtime slot is 

timetabled in each week, 

allowing pupils to use the 

music room for individual 

practice. If they wish to 

practise, a sign-up sheet is 

allocated on the music room 

door.  

No further actions at 

present.   

A termly school 

performance.  

A range of productions take 

place throughout the school 

year: 

• Reception performs 

a Christmas Play 

• Year 1 and 2 take 

part in a Christmas 

play also. 

• Year 3 and 4 put on 

an Easter production 

• Year 5 and 6 perform 

in a production at 

the end of the 

school year. 

 

We will continue to provide 

pupils with the opportunity 

to take part in productions. 



All pupils partake in class 

assemblies and year 6 also 

perform in a ‘Leavers 

Assembly’.  

Opportunity to enjoy live 

performance at least once a 

year.  

The children watch one 

another’s performances as 

outlined above.  

 

Year 5 pupils are invited to 

watch the production at the 

local secondary school, 

Haydon.  

 

 

With budget constraints, it 

is difficult to arrange live 

performances from external 

professionals. We have 

spoken to the Music Hub 

about how this could 

potentially be done by 

merging schools in close 

proximity to one another.   

Schools to highlight 

progression opportunities 

to access ensembles in the 

wider community provided 

by the music hub and their 

partners.  

Pupils receive information 

regarding peripatetic 

lessons within school and 

we encourage those pupils 

to take part in our 

ensemble.  

We continue to work to 

raise awareness of our local 

music hub and the extra-

curricular activities they 

have on offer, including 

their Saturday morning 

music school. 

No further action necessary 

at this time. 

 

 


