Governor Visit Report
	Name
	Murray Perkins

	Date of Visit
	25/05/2023

	Focus of Visit
	Computing/IT

	Class Visited
	Mr Fox 

	Focus of Visit

Opportunity to meet with the Computing lead and learn about the wider focus for the subject, some of the teaching specifics, and forward looking developments.


	Summary of the activities

Mr Fox took me through key considerations for Computing/IT teaching.  We looked at some of the pupil output and the different software used to teach coding in particular.  We also looked at additional activities being undertaken to further improve student experience and skills. 


	What I have learned from my visit

It was very evident that Mr Fox is very engaged with this subject, enjoys it, and is keen to further develop the curriculum.  

There is a drive to improve the subject and there is currently energy going in to further develop the curriculum. 

In going through the Government focus on three areas, there’s a desire to make the best use of resources.  Mr Fox is looking for better resources.  Not anything will do. 

‘Scratch’ is being reintroduced and, looking at the software, it strikes me this better resembles the coding experience.  While Scratch is earlier software compared with some alternatives, it has itself been updated.  So it’s not a case of returning to a dated approach, but indicative of attention being brought to the subject, looking at the best options, to ensure that students are being challenged. 

Simple but effective games have been developed by students – neither straightforward to code nor entirely easy to play. 

Extra work is being undertaken to introduce skills into other areas of the overall curriculum and the extracurricular life of the school:

This includes the making of short films about school life; one result of which we looked at. 

Music Tech Club.  Mr Fox and Miss Griggs hold a club on Mondays at lunchtime in which students combine their study of music and IT.  For example, students have been creating their own soundtrack for Mickey Mouse and the Haunted House using the Audacity software. 

Year 4 are doing a podcast in computing.



	Idea for future visits

Towards the end of the year, I plan to carry out another visit to observe some of the developments currently being worked on. 

Mr Fox and I briefly discussed a film competition hosted by Childnet, in association with the US Motion Picture Association, which may be a very good activity for the new school year, most likely extracurricular, and which I anticipate following up. 


	Any other comments






