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	Michele Matonti

	Date of Visit
	3/3/2022

	Focus of Visit
	Maths

	Class Visited
	3M

	Focus of Visit
Maths!!  A great opportunity to have a visit to a class where it’s taught and also a separate meeting with Miss Mussa to discuss Maths more broadly across the school and where current focus is including any gaps/support due to COVID.

Obviously a key subject and a lot of attention on it generally, but also since COVID the spotlight has been on where some additional provision of contact time and  support might/will be needed.


	Summary of the activities
A very interactive and positive lesson – all activities demanded attention, teamwork and also a fair amount of confidence to participate. The warm-up exercise allowed all to engage (including me, I struggled) and the lesson that followed was a mix of activities including individual, pairs and teamwork. Children volunteered to answer questions and write on the interactive board, which was used extensively.

Tallies were used for world book day and maths vocabulary was referred to a lot - key, scale, pictograms etc were all used and linked 

Differentiation was gently done with children able to challenge themselves to try the work set – silver, bronze etc


	What I have learned from my visit
Vocabulary and consistency in its use to describe problems in a lesson are key. The language used to describe difficulty levels of problems (e.g. spicy) and the ability for all children to feel confident to answer challenging questions was encouraged.

The methods and language used in class in a Year 3 class are mirrored in other year groups and also in homework I have seen; no surprise but very positive to see.
Miss Mussa has a real passion for the subject and the children were all very engaged, I enjoyed the visit and left with a lot of confidence that the approach and expertise around Maths is at a high level and all children will be supported.
 

	Idea for future visits
To visit other year groups and lessons being provided by other teachers and discuss how resources are used across all groups.
Possibly inc. a lesson where individual support is being offered.


	Any other comments
The meeting I had prior to the lesson was really positive. Miss Mussa explained the challenges COVID and home schooling has had for children and that all children have recently had an assessment done to see where gaps are and what support is needed.
 
The importance of tables, number fluency, bonds, number/operation basics was emphasised, with less emphasis on mastery. Maths vocabulary was discussed as a vital tool to consolidate children’s learning.

We discussed the school’s investment in Doodle for all children Year 1-6 and how this can be used for homework, daily practice and monitoring/assessing children’s progress.

Miss Mussa is arranging a Maths week, the first for a few years I believe (for obvious reasons) and this is something that hopefully will be enjoyed and embraced by all children.

There are challenges ahead but also a clear approach to assess, measure and act. 
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