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	Name
	Angela Appleby 

	Date of Visit
	07th September

	Focus of Visit
	Curriculum update

	Class Visited
	N/A - meet with coordinator Ms Ivory

	Focus of Visit
The impact of lock down on the curriculum and how this was going to be addressed. 
To develop a greater understanding of the English curriculum and vision. 



	Summary of the activities
Ms Ivory and I met in one of the classrooms. Unfortunately, I was not able to visit any lessons or view students' work. However, we have a very valuable conversation. 



	What I have learned from my visit
Ms Ivory is a very passionate curriculum leader who has a strong and confident understanding of the curriculum, her staff and the progress being made by students. We discussed at length the impact that the disruptions of the last 18 months had had on the curriculum. The key issues that emerged were related to the progress of students' writing and comprehension skills at all key stages. This is likely as a result of a loss of structured writing time and the intervention of the class teacher in activities. As a consequence, the curriculum has been adapted to make more opportunities in the school day for writing activities and also guided reading. These issues were more prevalent in disadvantaged students, both in the FSM and SEND categories and focused interventions are taking place with these groups.  

To support the development of reading at KS1 a carousel of guided reading takes place weekly with every child reading to an adult. For students who need additional intervention they are with a teaching assistant in a ‘Daily Reader Scheme’ where they read aloud on a daily basis, they also hold a ‘Book Bingo’, which is very popular. 

At KS2 all students start the day with silent reading from their own books. When the class reads together the focus is on developing comprehension skills with starter warm up questions, context questions and then expansive questions. Questioning is differentiating learning by task and outcome. The analysis of fiction and nonfiction is embedded into the curriculum as a preparation for SATS but also has the impact of adding to the development of cultural capital. 

The English curriculum at Harlyn is exciting and has a dual focus to develop literacy skills and also the cultural capital of students though the choice of text, it was nice to see the inclusion of poetry and also free writing alongside the requirement to learn grammar. Ms Ivory had a clear understanding that one of the key aims of the curriculum was to ignite a joy for English and reading in all students and also to promote oracy through class discussion. 


	Idea for future visits
Visit lessons and talk to students about their experience. 



	Any other comments
Ms Ivory was very complimentary about the school and the leadership team. This was really good to see and was evidenced throughout our conversation. 







