Lucia Dean
July 2021              
French Report

This report aims to explain what I have done in order to progress the teaching and learning of French since I took over in 2017 and how the subject has developed. 

When I took over in September 2017, I was made aware that there had been some concerns by a governor about the lack of progression from Year 3 – 6 in terms of children’s French development. When I looked into this, I could see that confidence amongst staff was quite mixed and that the planning could be reworked in order to support this. I addressed these areas quickly and have been really pleased with how teaching and learning in French has improved during the four years that I have been French co-ordinator. 
Actions:

· In October 2017, I reworked the structure of French planning to closely follow the Rigolo software so that the children would gain the most from their learning. I organised it so that there was consolidation and repetition of phrases and topics rather than jumping quickly to different topics each week. I suggested to teachers to have a speaking and listening lesson one week followed by a reading or writing activity the following week to help consolidate learning. The Rigolo software also models pronunciation of the phrases and shows videos of native speakers for children to listen to. This also helps support teachers to feel more confident in their teaching.  

· I delivered an INSET in October 2017 that focused on implementing short activities to get ‘French in Five’ for those weeks where French may be dropped to fit in other things e.g. assembly practice, World Book Day, production rehearsals etc. These speaking and listening activities could be done in short sessions to help consolidate their learning of French e.g. after the register, at home time. Planning monitoring that year showed that the year groups had implemented this into their planning. I also shared resources that had been provided by Northwood School’s MFL co-ordinator. 

· Year 3 and Year 5 planning has been reworked by me personally to ensure that there are a wide range of skills taught. As I planned these lessons, I spoke to the children about what they wanted to learn or what activities they enjoyed. Children fed back that they enjoyed art activities mixed with French so I tried to include lessons where that could happen whilst they were practising French vocabulary e.g. colour by numbers in Year 3 and creating maps of a French town in Year 5. It’s important to teach children about the culture of a country as well as the language; therefore, I also planned lessons to facilitate this such as exploring French Christmas celebrations in Year 3 and the differences between French and British schools in Year 5. 

· Between 2017 and 2019, I team taught with a number of teachers in Year 4 and Year 5 to model French teaching. I planned the lesson for the teacher so that they could observe how to include Rigolo and how to extend children from it. I also showed them how to address the different language skills. Teachers fed back that these sessions were useful. 

· In Summer 2018, I organised observations for the MFL governor at the time, Narinder, to observe two different teachers in Lower and Upper KS2. I purposely did not choose myself to be observed. Narinder was very complimentary about both observations and noted how she could see clear progression between the year groups. She said, “The increased confidence in the teaching staff to use French commands and expressions, the fun way of repeating new vocabulary and the confidence in using Rigolo was very evident. Also, the progress from Yr3 to Yr5 was now also really evident thanks to this training, which wasn't apparent a year and a half ago.” Narinder observed two different teachers in French again in Summer 2019 and fed back that she was really happy with the teaching and learning and the clear progress across the key stages. 

· During the 2019 Summer term, I did an after-school French club with Year 3 and 4 pupils. I really enjoyed teaching these sessions and organised games, songs and fun activities to help consolidate their learning of French. e.g. Guess Who, bingo, outdoor games. Children fed back that they enjoyed this club. 

· During my maternity leave in 2019/2020, links were made with Haydon via Angela Appleby. She organised an MFL teacher to take sessions across Year 6. Year 6 staff reported that they really enjoyed these sessions with a French specialist and found them useful for ideas. It was also noted how much the children enjoyed the sessions. Angela and I have spoken about how we would like to re-establish these links, dependent on Covid measures next year. 

· This year, during the Autumn term in Year 5, I organised the year group in order to utilise our specialist skills. David taught ICT for two of the three classes whilst I taught French in two of the classes. Children really enjoyed this crossover and they benefitted from our expertise.  

· In May 2021, I introduced the French Phrase of the Month. This is a good way to encourage incidental French and to use phrases that are commonly used in the classroom in another language. I encouraged teachers to model the phrase by typing it into Google so that children would hear the correct pronunciation. When conducting pupil voice surveys, a child in upper KS2 stated that they liked to learn new phrases in French and that they were useful for school. 

· Every year, European Languages Day is celebrated in September in order to celebrate languages in a cross-curricular way. Pre-Covid times, we would have an assembly which would be linked to children’s rights (Article 30 – the right to practise your culture, language and religion). Children also learnt and performed different songs in another language which teaches them another way in which language can be used. Each year group celebrates the day in their class too by having a lesson or piece of homework linked to European Languages Day. This year, for example, Reception celebrated an Italian themed day where they did spaghetti sensory play, had pizzeria role plays and designed their own pizzas, Year 2 made a display of positive phrases in different languages that the children had researched for their homework and Year 5 designed their own flags to represent all of the different countries in Europe. Pupil voice surveys across KS2 showed that children really enjoy this day and find it fun learning about the culture and language of another country. 

· Since I have taken over French, I have done regular book and planning monitoring which shows that teachers are following the reworked planning scheme. Year 6 are following the Rigolo topics and structure, but are also using additional resources to extend the children’s learning. For example, a recent book scrutiny showed that Year 6 children were able to write a paragraph in French and were practising their translation skills. Children in Year 6 fed back that they felt very proud to be able to write a paragraph in another language. Good practice noted in Year 6 was how a teacher extended a native speaker of French. The teacher used the child to model pronunciation in a lesson and then extended them with a writing task on prepositions. The teacher told the child that Mrs Khan would be checking their work for grammar. Although we do have a couple of pupils who speak French at home, their writing skills are often weaker than their speaking and listening as they will not have many opportunities to practise this at home, so this activity was a good example in how to extend native speakers. The child fed back that his teacher’s pronunciation had improved throughout the year and he felt very proud to have helped her. 

I’m really pleased with the way all teachers have taken on board the reworked planning and feel that there has been a marked improvement in the teaching and learning of French. 

Prior to leaving Harlyn, I have had handovers with both Harpreet and Angela to ensure that they know what has happened during my time as French co-ordinator and suggestions of how to continue the work that I have put in place. 

Areas to develop: 
· Ensure that the Phrase of the Month continues to be implemented.
· To re-establish links with Haydon to help develop French in Year 6.
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