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	Name
	Jane Fremantle

	Date of Visit
	Monday 14th November 2016

	Focus of Visit
	To look at phonics lesson in EYFS 

	Class Visited
	RL

	Focus of Visit
I spent an afternoon session observing and talking to staff about synthetic phonics in Reception.


	Summary of the activity
The Reception classroom was spacious, clean and with brightly coloured walls which made the room an attractive learning environment. All children seemed relaxed and happy.

As I arrived all 26 children had finished their lunch break and were coming into class, sitting on the carpet and getting ready to start their afternoon phonics lesson.   Today’s lesson was looking at phoneme and grapheme words and choosing fake and real words!

This session was fully interactive with children singing and doing actions while using the interactive whiteboard to support their learning. 

The interactive whiteboard was full of short words ( eg OO  OE ) and all children had to make a choice of the word being either a phoneme or grapheme word. Repeating, seeing and hearing the sounds of these words seemed to offer a greater understanding of how to say these sounds.

Following this, the children then had list on the whiteboard of ‘real and fake words. Two of the children chosen, did find this part of the lesson hard, but with support were able to make the correct choice. ( I guess unless you are constantly hearing or recognising words, you would think every word is real?)

All staff spoke clearly and provided good support. They were mentioning children’s names throughout the session, praising the children for good behaviour and for all those who were working well . All children were aware of what constituted good behaviour and what was expected of them in class.


	What I have learned from my visit 

I have gained a little understanding into the teaching of phonics. ( I needed to have a quick brush up of grapheme and phoneme words!)

This lesson happens on a daily basis and has highlighted to me the importance of using sound to understand language. The session I watched was a mixed ability class with two EAL children. All the children were fully immersed in the lesson and all showed a great understanding of what was required.  Using music during the lesson clearly enhanced the learning and made the lesson fun!




	Idea for future visits

To go into a Y6 class and watch a child whose first language is not English, to see how they cope in a classroom environment.


	Any other comments 

I learnt a lot and thoroughly enjoyed my visit. I was made to feel very welcome by Mrs Leng and Mrs Macdonald and all the children. 

 It is clear that all children, whatever their ability, followed the same structure in this phonics session, which is an integral part of the learning English.





