Governor Visit Report – Harlyn Primary School
	Name
	Dr Mike Simons

	Date of Visit
	11th March 2025

	Focus of Visit
	Science teaching

	Class Visited
	Science coordinators Mrs Leng and Mrs Ternes

	Focus of Visit

To gain an overview of science teaching at Harlyn




	Summary of the activities
An exchange of information with Mrs Ternes and Mrs Leng, a visit to a class doing practical work on rock identification, and a visit to the food technology room (kitchen).





	What I have learned from my visit

The teaching closely follows the National Curriculum for Science, and is enriched by material from the Kent Scheme of Work for Science, and material from the Primary Science Education Consultancy. All teachers follow this, and when I asked I was told that all teachers are comfortable teaching with these resources.

The progress of all children is closely monitored and it is recorded when each topic or learning target has been learned by a child. If any child falls significantly behind this is quickly picked up and remedial action taken. It usually turns out that there is a particular reason behind any shortfall.

The targets closely follow the topics in the National Curriculum. There are for example 18 targets in Y1, 26 in Y4, and 23 in Y6. These are listed on a sheet for each child, and 3 columns to enter the date when the child is deemed to have satisfactorily learned the topic, 3 date entries showing that it is fully learned.

The topics include working scientifically,  animals including humans, everyday materials, seasonal changes, plants life cycles, uses of everyday materials, living things and their habitats, plants, rocks, light, magnets and forces, sound, electricity, states of matter, properties and changes of materials, earth and space, forces, evolution and inheritance.

I asked about practical work, and whether they felt they had adequate resources, the answer was yes. Most, possibly all, of the topics listed above are supported by practical work, which the children enjoy. I asked about specific practical topics, and they are all covered – even the planets were dealt with by spacing pupils out on the playing field to represent the spacing of the solar system.

In summary, I believe that science is well and imaginatively taught in accordance with the National Curriculum. Progress is well monitored, and the children enjoy the subject. Viewing it as a (former) professional scientist myself, I was impressed by the range, scope and organisation of the teaching.

 

	Idea for future visits

I would like to be invited to future school science days and science events.




	Any other comments

Well done Harlyn! And my thanks to Mrs Leng and Mrs Ternes. 





