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The focus of the monitoring was based on suggested areas for development last year and the implementation of changes to the New Science Curriculum. 
The planning for each year group was monitored and a selection of books from each class was sampled. A minimum of 2 children from each class were interviewed and teachers were given a written questionnaire to complete.

PLANNING
Focus of monitoring: 
· Differentiation
· Implementation of changes to the New Science Curriculum

Summary
Do Learning Objectives in planning match work in books?
· Yes. In some year groups the wording is exactly the same, in others the actual wording differs but the overall meaning is the same.

Are the statutory requirements of the New Primary Curriculum covered?
· Yes - except for Y3 who appear to have omitted one of the objectives. 

What is the range of Science Enquiry planned? 
· All year groups had a good range planned including fair testing, observing over time, identifying, sorting and classifying, researching. In Y5 and Y6 there was quite a lot of research using secondary resources because the topics were less suitable for practical work e.g. Space.

Are there opportunities for identifying and naming plants and animals (KS1 and KS2) and classifying them (KS2)?
· Yes, opportunities were planned for this in KS2 but not in KS1 because their topic was Materials.

Is differentiation planned for HA, MA, LA?
· Differentiated activities for lower, middle and higher ability children were planned in all year groups. 

Is there evidence of challenge for more able pupils?
· Years 1,2,4 and 5 all had evidence of extension / challenge activities almost every lesson. 

Is support for SEN/ EAL noted on plans?
· Regularly noted on Y4 plans; sometimes noted in Years 1, 2, and 3. 

Positives
· Clear learning objectives (from the New Primary Curriculum) are evident in all planning and they match work in books.
· There was a good range of Science Enquiry across the school.
· Opportunities for identifying, naming and classifying plants and animals were planned in KS2.
· There are differentiated activities planned for lower, middle and higher ability children in all year groups.

Areas for Development
· Ensure Learning Objectives in planning match those in books to ensure greater parity between classes.
· Ensure the statutory requirements of the New Primary Curriculum are being met throughout the school.
· Make support for EAL / SEN evident in planning.

BOOKS
Focus of monitoring: 
· Teacher marking and pupil responses
· Implementation of changes to the New Science Curriculum

Summary
Is regular teacher marking for accuracy evident? 
· Very often evident in the majority of classes. 

Are there regular positive comments? 
· Very often evident in the majority of classes.

Is there advice for future improvements?
· In KS1 never evident in Y1; sometimes evident in Y2.
· In KS2 often evident.

Are advice / corrections acted on by pupils?
· In KS1, where advice was given it was sometimes acted on.
· In KS2 advice was very often acted on in over half the classes and sometimes acted on in the others.

Are target/level/grade judgements evident? (I, S, triangle, HP, )
· Every class was using the triangle system to indicate how well children had understood the LOs.
· Most teachers also used smiley faces, stamps, house points to indicate good work.
· In Y1 and Y3, I or S were used to indicate whether the work was independent or supported by an adult.

Is there evidence of a range of Scientific Enquiry?
· Very often evident in all classes except where classes were studying a topic such as Space that had less opportunity for practical learning.


Is there evidence of naming, identifying and classifying plants and animals?
· In KS1 this was not applicable as they were studying Materials.
· In KS2 this was very often evident in all classes seen.

Is there parity across classes?
· Very good parity across all classes within a year group. 

Positives
· Regular teacher marking for accuracy and positive comments was evident.
· Marking included at least some advice for future improvements in all Key Stage 2 classes and some Key Stage 1 classes.
· Children had responded to at least some of the advice given in almost every class.  
· The triangle system was used consistently to indicate pupil achievement.
· A good range of Science Enquiry was seen in every class.
· Naming, identifying and classifying plants and animals evident in KS2.
· Good parity across classes.

Areas for Development
· Time given to respond to all teacher comments.
· More opportunities found for peer / pupil marking.
· An indication of whether work was supported or independent.

PUPIL INTERVIEWS
Summary
All the children interviewed were very enthusiastic about Science and every year group was able to say what topics they had been learning about. The children were very keen to regale me with facts they had learnt and things they had found out. When asked how they found things out, they described many aspects of Science Enquiry: observing, fair testing, measuring, sorting, and researching.  They talked a lot about how they enjoyed the practical activities they had engaged in but many of the children also expressed their enjoyment at researching famous people, planets etc. and finding out facts for themselves in order to produce fact sheets or PowerPoints. 

TEACHER QUESTIONNAIRE
Summary
86% of teachers who responded said they were confident or very confident to teach Science. The rest were fairly confident. Teachers enjoyed teaching Science mostly because of the practical activities/investigations and children’s discussions and engagement when finding out new things. They also identified some resources that they felt would help their Year group teach more effectively and that would support them with teaching and learning for Science.  

