	Name
	Narinder Heyer-Chauhan

	Date of Visit
	16/01/17 

	Focus of Visit
	Science at Harlyn

	Class Visited
	n/a Visit with Science coordinator Gail Leng

	Focus of Visit
To meet the science coordinators at Harlyn and familiarise myself with science teaching in order to carry out my role as a link governor .

	Summary of visit
Gail has provided really excellent and complete minutes of our discussion, which I have copied and pasted here:
Meeting with Science Link Governor – Narinder Heyer		16th January 2017
Narinder read through the report for Governors briefly. We discussed:
· Changes in content of the curriculum and how closely matched the planning is to statutory requirements.

· Differences between statutory requirements and assessment statements and how KS 2 assessment statements are interim ones produced each year until the new curriculum has been taught throughout the key stage.

· Year 2 sticking assessment statements alongside work – probably impractical for KS2.

· Year 6 teacher’s difficulty in making judgements on children’s ability in topics not taught in Year 6 and how most of their curriculum is new learning, not revision.

· No SATs tests in Year 6 (although a sample of children across the country may be given written tests.)

· Curriculum content in KS2 has more emphasis on learning facts and research, which leaves less time for investigating – the part children enjoy and recall most.

· Resources used across year groups are the same – good parity in books. Teachers share responsibility for resources and planning well.

· Teachers have recently let me know what resources they need and I will endeavour to order them. Also, I want to tidy and label resources in Science cupboard to make them more accessible.

· No Science Day planned this year as we now have a rolling cycle to avoid overload. There will be one next year.

· Narinder will look into whether we can get any input from Hayden School (Science) / Brunel University (Stem Ambassadors).

· Narinder explained her Science background – probably hard to translate into something she could bring into classrooms but she could talk about being a Scientist.

· We discussed Science trips – but they are limited if travel is involved due to cost of coaches. We wondered if visiting the Science lab at Hayden might be possible as it is walkable distance.


	What I have learned from my visit
That the children really enjoy the practical aspect of learning about science. However, it appears that the new curriculum has a greater emphasis on content and terminology than practical application. Therefore, there is a need to explore more external opportunities.


	Idea for future visits
Continue regular updates with Gail Leng and Caroline Taylor the Science coordinators and attend class visits at the end of the year. Contact local high schools for possibilities of outreach assistance.

	Any other comments – Latest Updates:

In addition, I have looked for outreach opportunities at local London Universities and contacted Haydon and Northwood high schools for outreach assistance.
Haydon: Caroline Brooks, Head of Combined Science and parent of 2 Harlyn students has offered arrange some outreach sessions for Harlyn.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Northwood: Offer Practical sessions at Northwood on Wednesdays from 3 – 4pm. For older, more able children they would do a bunsen burner related practical. For younger children they would learn about chemical reactions and make bath bombs.

UCL: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/biosciences/study/outreach/talks-for-schools   An established program for providing science talks and even tours for schools. The fact that UCL is also on the Metropolitan Line (stop is Euston Sq) would also deal with any cost implications preventing school visits).






