Art Monitoring – April/May 2016
Focus

To monitor and ensure the new National Curriculum is being implemented across the school.
To review the assessment of Art.
Methods of monitoring
Looking at planning

Pupil questionnaires 

Samples of Art work/ Photographs
Looking at assessment

General summary of findings:

A wide range of Art skills and techniques are taught throughout the school from Nursery to Year 6 and are well planned for.
All year groups provide children with opportunities to experiment with a range of media.

There is evidence detailed in the planning of lots of cross-curricular links in every year group e.g. History, Geography and RE. This helps the children gain a deeper understanding of the topic they are learning about and sustains the children’s interest.

Most year groups differentiate their activities by outcome.
Art has also been used in other activities, such as World Book Day (photo evidence from year groups). 

From Year 1 to Year 6, planning shows evidence of specific artists and sculptors studied. Some year groups have spent time researching artists in Computing lessons, using the internet.
No architects/designers have been introduced in Key Stage 2.

Pupil questionnaires are all very positive and show that the majority of children at Harlyn enjoy their Art lessons and wish they could do more.
Children’s work/photographs show a variety in skills being taught and includes a range of design techniques and media used. There is clear progression throughout the year groups. 
Sketch books are introduced in Year 3 (these are handed up to the next year group with the children).

Art folders have been given to Nursery in order for the 3 pieces or work to begin as they start at Harlyn. Teachers are using these to keep 3 of the children’s best pieces (1 from each term) - these can be photocopied for display purposes etc. 

The displays around the school are very creative, and lots incorporate some sort of Art work (even within other subjects).
Assessment statements mainly link to National Curriculum and will be completed at the end of the year (when assessments are due), although needs to include:
· Craft makers and designers for Key Stage 1 as well as artists studied. 

· Architects and designers in History as well as artists studied. 

· Year 2- I can create tones with paint by adding black. I can create tints with paint by adding white. Needs to be moved to Year 1.

· Year 2- I can use a viewfinder to focus on a specific part of an artefact before drawing it. Need to check this is being done.
· Year 4- I can sculpt clay and other mouldable materials. No evidence of using clay on curriculum document yet.
General ideas for consideration

· Each year group to use ICT/internet to enhance the teaching about artists and the historical and cultural development of their art work.
· Each year group in Key Stage 2 should be studying an architect/designer throughout the year; ideas will be given to these year groups, which will be implemented in their planning. 
· Although some outdoor art sessions are taught, it would be nice to see more of our natural surroundings being used to support and enhance Art lessons, especially including Forest Schools.
· A comment is not always necessary as Art is not so much of a ‘right or wrong’ subject and more a child’s own interpretation/ expression.  However, LOs should be visible where appropriate for the purpose of someone viewing children’s work.
· Some art work could be differentiated by ability.
· With regards to Art folders at the end of the year, there should be 3 pieces of the children’s best work that is kept and passed to the next teacher.
· Assessment statements to possibly be amended in relation to the new National Curriculum. 

· Introduce Art Day for children to explore other artists (not studied already) and create opportunities for children to explore a variety of techniques. Also to enhance cross-curricular links with Art. 
*Please see attached note for individual comments.

