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Focus- Grammar
Aims of the monitoring
1. Ensure that all classes are being taught weekly explicit grammar.
2. Ensure that grammar skills are embedded into the English lessons.
3. Ensure that all classes are being assessed every half term.
4. Ensure an over view of grammar (long term plan) is planned for every year group to make sure that all skills across the NC are being covered.
5. Create an action plan for the academic year (appendix one)
Why did we choose grammar as our focus for our monitoring?
Grammar has been assessed at KS2 for the last few academic years. 2016 sees the first year that year 2 will also be assessed on SPAG. (However in April 2016 the test was leaked but we still intend to sit the test to see what our children can do). The new NC sees a bigger emphasis on the grammar skills being taught from year 1-6. Teachers are having to re plan lessons to raise the standard of writing and also to include explicit grammar skills that are at a much higher level than previously taught. Grammar is the focus to support staff to plan and deliver high quality Grammar lessons and to ensure that these taught skills are embedded in children’s work at the appropriate level. When phonics was introduced we put a huge focus as a school on the planning and teaching of phonics and this has had excellent results with the latest results being above the national average. We intend to put the same emphasis on Grammar to raise the standards and keep inline the national expectations.
What did we find our initially about the teaching of grammar across the school?
We found that teachers were teaching grammar but some classes were not teaching explicit Grammar lessons. Grammar was not on all timetables across the school. Teachers were already teaching Grammar skills during English lessons and children are beginning to use it in their writing. Children were not being assessed in their Grammar skills in all year groups. There was no tracking of skills. 
What needed changing/improving?
· Explicit grammar lessons taught weekly from year 1-6
· Grammar to be evident on timetables from year 1-6
· All year groups to create half termly assessments based on what they have taught during the term
· Triangle tracking for each child’s assessment to see where the gaps are
· Over views to be created for each half term to ensure the NC is being fully covered and that there is a progression of skills.
What did we do to implement the changes?
We asked all teachers to send their timetables showing that Grammar is now taught as an explicit lesson. We told all teachers that it needed to be taught weekly. We had an inset where we showed teachers examples of over views and assessment. We gave all teachers inset time to create overviews for spring and summer and their Spring 1 assessment. 
What evidence have we seen to support the changes?
We asked for.
· Planning showing explicit skills (one per year group)
· G and T, HA, MA, LA, SEN work displaying embedded Grammar skills
· An example of a completed Grammar assessment (1 child per class)
· The triangle tracking sheet to accompany the test
· 2 x completed questionnaires from the children

	
	Planning
	Work
	Assessment
	Tracking
	Additional comments

	Year 1
	Evidence received
SC shows planned grammar skills.
Full stops, adjectives, exclamation marks, finger spaces, Speech marks (should say inverted commas) – this is not expected until year 3 – high expectations
	Evidence received
Work was annotated from all 3 classes. It clearly showed the SC on the work (differentiated up to 5 ways) and children using it in their work. The children have ticked off the SC as they go.
	Evidence received
Year 1 have created their own assessment to match the explicit grammar taught this half term. 
The assessment matches the NC for year 1.
	Evidence received
Shows all classes using the correct triangle tracking sheet to assess grammar.
	In line with NC expectations.


	Year 2
	Evidence received
SC shows planned grammar skills
Inverted commas, adverbs, finger spaces, exclamation marks, questions marks etc. 
	Evidence received
Work clearly shows differentiation through the grammar SC. The grammar skills become more challenging as appropriate. Children have ticked off what they have used. Children have often used the SC in their writing. 

	Evidence received
Year 2 have created their own assessment to match the explicit grammar taught this half term. 
The assessment matches the NC for year 2.


	Evidence received
Shows all classes using the correct triangle tracking sheet to assess grammar.
	In line with NC expectations.
Clear progression from year 1 to year 2.

	Year 3
	Grammar included in planning imperative verbs, prepositions, time connectives, verbs, adverbs, adjectives.
	Work is clearly highlighted showing where the children have used the SC. 
	A pre written test given printed from twinkl. The assessments haven’t been created/modified specifically for what has been taught during the half term. 
TEACHERS SPOKEN TO they were using them as an over all assessment as year 3 missed out on the new NC. They will create their own for the summer term.
	Received

teachers spoken to about how to assess an track grammar- evidence
	Slight progression from year 2 – 3. Partly as the children missed the new NC in year 2 so will be covering year 2 coverage as well as moving onto year 3. Tests need to be written to match the half termly overview.

	Year 4
	Evidence received
Grammar included in planning 
Determiner including demonstrative, word classification, pronoun, 
	Work has been annotated by the children in some pieces of work showing they are self-assessing against their SC. Teachers have annotated other work to show where the children have used their grammar skills.
	Evidence received
Year 4 have created their own assessment to match the explicit grammar taught this half term. 
The assessment matches the NC for year 4.


	Evidence received
Shows all classes using the correct triangle tracking sheet to assess grammar.
4M results appear to be a lot lower than 4 IM.
	Clear progress and raised expectations from year 3 to year 4.

	Year 5
	Evidence received
Grammar included in planning 
Adverbial fronters, adverbial phrases, time connectives 
	Work has been annotated/highlighted where children have met the SC statements. Teachers have annotated other work to show where the children have used their grammar skills.
	Evidence received. Year 5 have sourced assessments from Rising stars to support testing the children half termly.
The assessment matches the NC for year 5 and also consolidates learning from previous learning in earlier years. 
 
	NOT YET RECEIVED

Year 5 are now fully aware of what tests and tracking are expected.

One year 5 teacher is an NQT and the more experienced teacher was absent for the inset where this was fully explained.
	Slight progression from year 4 – 5. 
Very difficult to tell if the expectations are high enough as there is a lot overlap based on evidence provided. 

	Year 6
	No evidence received of planning examples 
	Work has been annotated by the children in some pieces of work showing they are self-assessing against their SC. Teachers have annotated other work to show where the children have used their grammar skills.
	   Evident that children are regularly being tested on grammar  
	Evidence received 
Year 6 are tracking using a tick sheet system rather than a triangle system. This system covers all areas of grammar for the NC and consolidates all previous year groups plus new learning from the year 6 NC.
	Clear progress and raised expectations from year 5-6 as they cover all areas of Grammar 


What we found
· Grammar is now explicitly featured in planning and on timetables in most, almost all year groups. 
· Evident that the children are exposed to grammar terminology and use it to explain their understanding (seen in questionnaires). 
· Most Year groups are tracking the children using a generic tracking format using the triangle system with the exception of Years 3, 5 & 6 (year 6 tracking differently). 
· Children are beginning to annotate their own work. 
· Year 5 Grammar overview is incomplete and needs Summer 1 and 2 completed. 
· Children are being tested regularly. 
· The whole school focus was on grammar and this was evident in the lesson observations carried out by performance managers. 
· SMT did a ‘Book Look’ focussing on the progressing in writing throughout the school year as well as from year to year. (The findings are in the monitoring folder). We found that the level of skills being applied by the children in their own writing is at a high level. We placed a MA child’s book on the table from Reception to year 6 to see the progression. It was clear how much progress they make during their time in school. What was noted is that the children lower down the school that have been exposed to the new curriculum from the beginning, have a very good understanding of Grammar and use this in their work. The year 6 teacher was very impressed with the level of writing which should continue to develop as these children move through the school.

Some quotes from the questionnaires 
We do SATs busters a lot (Year 6) 
Mostly everyday (Year 6) 
I have improved my descriptive sentences and my direct speech… (Year 5)
It helps to up level our VCOOP in our writing. We are also able to include complex sentences, better punctuation and higher level vocabulary. (Year 5)
You do grammar lessons to help your writing so it’s no point doing grammar if you don’t include it in your writing. (Year 2)
Making words into plurals, adding apostrophes and changing words into contractions (year 2)
Capital letters, full stops, punctuation and adjectives helps to make my writing more exciting (Year 1)
We do capital letters, full stops, conjunctions, adverbs, verbs and plurals. (Year 1)
Grammar lessons help you develop in your writing because you get more knowledge so you can produce more and get higher marks. (Year 3)
It helps us because we know what sorts of words make our writing better. (Year 4)
We have learnt to use dashes, sub-clauses and main clauses, brackets, commas and inverted commas (Year 4) 
What next?
In our next monitoring (spring 2017) we will focus on drop ins to lessons to see the grammar skills being taught. We will also ask all year groups to complete a similar piece of work on the same genre e.g holiday news (a recount) so that we can directly compare the skills from one year group to another. This will put the focus on progression from year to year to ensure that the bar has been sufficiently raised across the whole school.

 
