	Name
	Narinder Heyer-Chauhan and Mike Simons

	Date of Visit
	Wed 04/Oct/17 -  3.30pm

	Focus of Visit
	Science at Harlyn

	Class Visited
	n/a Visit with Science coordinator Gail Leng

	Focus of Visit
To meet the science coordinators at Harlyn to allow Mike and myself to be brought up to date on how the implementation of tracking in science is going, whether our signing up to the STEM ambassadors has provided any external support/opportunities and about this year's planned science day.

	Summary of visit
Mike and I met with Gail Leng. Unfortunately, Caroline Taylor could not attend the meeting.
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We discussed:
· MS provided a useful link a tracker spreadsheet prior to the meeting at https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/resource/370301/uk-primary-science-tracker-2017 . As well as an attached excerpt from the Teacher Assessment Frameworks in Science which can be found (https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/647107/2017_to_2018_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_PDFA.pdf )

· GL showed us that the above spreadsheet is similar to what is already used at Harlyn in a similar vein to the one used in Reading, Writing and Maths tracking, which indicates whether a pupil has met the “I can” statement for a particular task/skill. However, the layout of the Harlyn spreadsheet has the columns and row displayed the other way around and may benefit from being altered to fit the display shown here.

· Changes in content of the curriculum and how closely matched the planning is to statutory requirements.

· Differences between statutory requirements and assessment statements and how KS2 assessment statements are interim ones produced each year until the new curriculum has been taught throughout the key stage.

· Year 6 teacher’s difficulty in making judgements on children’s ability in topics not taught in Year 6 and how most of their curriculum is new learning, not revision.

· No SATs tests in Year 6 (although a sample of children across the country may be given written tests.)

· Curriculum content in KS2 has more emphasis on learning facts and research, which leaves less time for investigating – the part children enjoy and recall most.

· Followed up whether we going to take up outreach offers from Northwood High School for afterschool lab practical sessions or from Caroline Brooks Head of Combined Science Haydon School or our membership with the Science Stem Ambassadors.

· Science background of NHC and MS – whether this could translate into something we could bring into classrooms in terms of a talk about being a Scientist.

· We also discussed the School Science Week that will take place in June 2018. GL said that it would be good to tie it to Forest Schools. NHC has sent a link to a science festival ((http://www.pestival.org) ) that also provides info and packs to schools for outreach and is based on insects.

· We discussed Science trips – but they are limited if travel is involved due to cost of coaches. We wondered if visiting the Science labs at Northwood might be possible as it is walkable distance. However, this would still require a full Risk Assessment and parental permissions in order to go ahead.


	What I have learned from my visit
That the children continue to really enjoy the practical aspect of learning about science. However, it appears that the new curriculum has a greater emphasis on content and terminology than practical application. Therefore, there is a need to explore more external opportunities.


	Idea for future visits
Continue regular updates with Gail Leng and Caroline Taylor the Science coordinators and attend class visits at the end of the year. Pursue possibility of trip to Northwood High School for lab practical experience. (Northwood: Offer Practical sessions at Northwood on Wednesdays from 3 – 4pm. For older, more able children they would do a bunsen burner related practical. For younger children they would learn about chemical reactions and make bath bombs.)


	Any other comments – Latest Updates:


UCL: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/biosciences/study/outreach/talks-for-schools   An established program for providing science talks and even tours for schools. The fact that UCL is also on the Metropolitan Line (stop is Euston Sq) would also deal with any cost implications preventing school visits).






