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Our SEND department is still trying to get used to not having Sarah Tosdevin, who has been seconded to cover in the Reception class until the summer. Heidi Ivory has picked up Sarah’s groups for three days a week and Caroline Besley has had to pick up the groups on Thursday and Friday, until Lisa McGlaughlin is comes back full time at the end of March. This has left our team short of personnel. The SEN team has had to work hard to continue to support all the groups that Sarah did and I have to say, I miss having someone to share ideas with at the end of the day.

After many calls and emails to the Speech and Language Department, we finally have a new therapist, Jennie Green.  She seems more experienced and efficient and has quickly got to grips with our children. We continue to have a growing list of children that have communication difficulties and at the moment there is little capacity available for extra children. Two Year 6 boys and a Year 5 boy are likely to be discharged and this should allow others to get the help they need. A year one child with a cleft palate required more than the 4 sessions per term and after many calls to the S/L department, they managed to find some extra funds which has allowed weekly sessions till the Easter break. I am now working out some solutions to be able to get her the blocks of speech that she requires to continue to improve her speech.

A private speech therapist Charissa Deane has been into school to present an inset to the TA’s. Quite a lot of responsibility falls on the TA’s to carry out the speech and language targets for children several times a week, which is why they need to be up skilled, along with training from the therapist. We have thoughts of using Charissa for some of our PP children.

Ingrida Stankaviciene, our EP, went on maternity leave before the half term break and still has not been replaced. Ingrida was very helpful and carried out her role competently, giving myself and parents very good advice. I was sorry to have her leave. We have had several children assessed and parents have been met. We have two children waiting to be assessed and once again many calls have been made to find out when a new appointment would be made. It took a call by Jackie to the Director of Hillingdon for them to finally call me and set up a meeting.

 We have had the Behaviour Team in to help teachers in the Nursery, Year 1 and Year 3, to give advice and provide strategies to enable us to manage the children who have behaviour difficulties. A child who has just been diagnosed with ASD in Reception and several children in Nursery are being heavily monitored and observed. 

A group of children in Nursery are having a specific intervention ‘Attention and Listening,’ to help them with their concentration and language. This intervention is being run by the TA Kim Carvell, who had two days of training for the programme. This programme is very helpful for children who have symptoms of Autism.

A mother I speak to quite a lot came to tell me about how a Year 6 ASD child approached her after an assembly to praise her ASD Year 2 child.  
 ‘I think Ruby did really well in assembly today. A couple of years ago when I was her age, I would just walk out of school and cross the road without noticing cars.’ Like minds!

Natalie Longhurst and Pat Vanian have been on a two day Reading Recovery Course to reinforce what we need to do for all our children to achieve a high level of reading which is critical for all learning. 

Four gifted and talented children went to the Brunel University for an Enterprise activity with TA Pat Vanian. They had to design and market a plant kit. We were all very excited, as they won the competition and were highly praised for their efforts.

A Year 2 gifted and talented book club is to be started and will be run by Sue Colman. The children will need to read a number of picture books, chose their favourite and in June will have to do a presentation at Hillingdon Book of the Year Conference.

The Yr 6 book club children are really enjoying the books they have had to read and I get enormous pleasure from my weekly meetings. 

Sarah Tosdevin has given two insets about Dyslexia to TA’s and at a staff meeting. The school has several undiagnosed children, who possibly have Dyslexia at some level and it is important that teachers and TA’s use the correct strategies to allow them to access the curriculum and retain their self -esteem.

Many meetings have been held with parents who have children with SEN difficulties or need some advice about managing their children at home. Very good progress has been made with a child in Year 3 whose learning and behaviour has improved after several meetings with the parents and Angela Canty from the Behaviour Team.

The Pupil Premium team has been busy assessing children to see what the impact has been of the interventions that have been carried out this term and most children have made really good progress, especially in Maths and Reading. Sarah Tosdevin has been to an Early Years Pupil Premium course. Funding for Reception children is to begin in April. Sarah said nobody at the course seemed to know about the funding starting.

The Rapid Reading and Word Shark programmes we have purchased have had good impact, as the children who come have developed more interest and progress in reading and after assessing them their spelling of High Frequency words has much improved.

The SEN team would like to wish Jeremy a very speedy recovery.

Robin Wall 
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