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	Name
	Grant Biggam

	Date of Visit
	Thursday 4 July 2019

	Focus of Visit
	Meeting with Harlyn Coordinator for History and Geography, Mrs Warren

	Class Visited
	Not on this visit

	Focus of Visit
The objective of this first visit as link governor was to obtain an overview of the approach to teaching history and geography at Harlyn.

	Summary of the activities
A one-hour meeting with Mrs Warren to consider the curriculum and its translation into a plan for teaching history and geography at Harlyn.
The visit was comprised of:
· A half-hour meeting with Mrs Warren, co-ordinator for history and geography to consider the curriculum for these subjects and translation into plans for teaching them at Harlyn
· A separate meeting with Mr Jones

	What I have learned from my visit
History
Mrs Warren shared the A3 curriculum map and explained in summary the background to the curriculum and the responsibility of the co-ordinator shaping and auditing the syllabus. 
Mrs Warren spoke with great enthusiasm for history and I look forward to observing lessons on my next visit!
The curriculum is open to interpretation.
Cost of materials and history trips is expensive and the school is finding it difficult to strike a balance between paying for trips in full and seeking an appropriate contribution from parents (preferring not to).  For example, a trip to view the Tutankhamun Treasures costs £16/pupil.  This would be ideal for year 3.
[Check – Policy on school trips and prioritisation]
In response to Ofsted Regulations (2014) Harlyn had to give up the Tudors for KS2, but has maintained breadth of learning in history and to make it enjoyable whilst developing key skills.
Progress of skills focus:
· ‘progress of skills’ year 1 to 5
· Sequencing / timelines and chronological understanding
· Range and depth of knowledge
· Interpretations of history
· Historical enquiry
· Organisation and communication
Key reference documents:
· Gareth Webb’s ‘Progress of skills in history’
· History syllabus KS1 and 2
Co-ordinator’s role:
· Interprets curriculum and sets framework for all teachers at Harlyn
· Audit by a) reviewing planning by teachers; b) talking to children and c) review of actual work
· There is flexibility in what is taught beyond the statutory subjects that must be delivered in chronological order
· ‘British history is up to 1066’
· There is a focus on British history and comparing Britain to other countries
Geography
More prescriptive curriculum than history.
Lessons learnt and areas for improvement are achieved via a ‘geography group’.
For example, it was identified that there was limited progression in mapping exercises (mapping evident across years 1 to 6 was similar) and this has now been corrected.

	Idea for future visits
Future visits will seek the opportunity to observe teaching of these subjects.

	Any other comments
Mrs Warren’s knowledge and enormous enthusiasm for both subjects (especially history) gives me the sense that these are very enjoyable subjects to learn at Harlyn.
The affordability of teaching materials and relevant school trips came up in this discussion.  It would be useful to understand the policy and prioritisation of these items.
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