Governor Visit Report
	Name
	Narinder Heyer-Chauhan

	Date of Visit
	06/06/18

	Focus of Visit
	Attending Science Day at Harlyn 

	Class Visited
	5IM & 5L and KS1 and KS2

	Focus of Visit
· To view the focussed presentations/activities provided by the Science Museum (via 2 presenters Laura and Alex) as well as trying to attend one or more class visits to see some of the internally organised science activities laid on by different Year groups.
· Learn more about teaching of science at Harlyn and how well the children engage in this technical subject area.


	Summary of visit
9.15-10.15am – KS2 “Glorious Blood” 
A presentation in the main hall to all KS2 using some slides via the projector, music clips, props, pupil volunteers and actual experiments!! It was also all delivered in a fun, comedic way in language that the children were easily able to understand.
The talk covered: the constituents of blood, the functions of these constituents, the involvement of heart, lungs and muscles circulation and the transportation of oxygen, nutrients and carbon dioxide round the body and the elements necessary for making a fire (combustion triangle).
Experiments carried out to demonstrate these facts:
1. A 5L beaker of ‘plasma’ with floating representations of ‘platelets’ & ‘red and white blood cells’

2. Igniting a small cloud of corn starch with a blow torch!!! (This was carried out just outside the open doors of the hall. The children loved this, as you can imagine!)
3. Measuring some ones heart rate before and after exercise

4. Breathing out via a straw into a solution of limewater to prove that we exhale out carbon dioxide.

5. A 1 min game to transport as much oxygen and nutrients from the lungs and gut to the body and CO2 back to the lungs.
The children were very attentive and were able to answer questions based on the things they were taught in the presentation. It was obviously a lot of fun and they got incredibly excited.
10.15-10.45am – Class visit Year5 “Kite Building”

A class visit to a combined class of both Yr5 classes in the activity of making kites using white bin bags, sellotape, wool and straws. I observed the class work in pairs to follow verbal instructions to measure out and cut 40cm squares from the bin bags and then they had to strengthen each of the 4 corners with several strips of sellotape before hole punching them. It was then break time so I decided to come back later in the afternoon to see them complete their task and try and fly their constructions.
11-11.40am – KS1 “Not so Sleepy Hedgehog”
A presentation in the main hall to all KS1 using a stage set made to look like a ‘hedgehogs bedroom’ with various props, costume changes and comedic panto-style script. The 2 presenters acted out an interactive story to explain the difference between objects that are: light sources, non-light sources and ones that just reflect light and also how when light is blocked by an object shadows are created. The children were all engaged and eager to volunteer and answers questions. However, I believe the Yr1&2 children were able to handle more technical content and it may be a bit too basic for some of them.
2-2.15pm Continued class visit Year5 “Kite Building”
The classes had both completed constructing their kites and were ready to go outside and trial them on the field. The wind was non-existent, but all the children ran around determined to successfully make them fly. 
2.15-3.05pm – Class 5L “Feel the Force Workshop”

(Class 5IM had their workshop at 1-1.45pm)

A presentation in the main hall for Yr5 using some slides via the projector, music clips, props, pupil volunteers and more experiments, as visual demonstrations of the scientific theories.

Newton’s 3 Laws of Motion were described, as well as magnetism, Galileo’s Gravity Experiments, air resistance, streamlining/aerodynamics and frictional forces.

Experimental examples of pulling a table cloth loaded with crockery, a model car crash, throwing and dropping items of different weights and shapes, attracting a repelling with super magnets, an electromagnet, shooting streamlined and non-streamlined foam-rockets and the final experiment showcased all the forces mentioned except magnetism to pull away a placemat placed on top of 3 cups of water and loaded with 3 tubes with an egg balanced on top of each. Once the placemat was pulled quickly away all 3 eggs fell unbroken into each cup. The children cheered and enjoyed this cool trick as expected.
The children listened avidly and interacted lots answering correctly virtually all the questions posed to them, which was something that I wasn’t expecting and was very impressed with their knowledge. 



	What I have learned from my visit
Science Museum Presentations/Workshops

I was able to see how much the children already know from class lessons and were able to answer the majority of questions posed to them during the presentations/workshops. The levels of the presentations/workshops were pitched absolutely right in that they consolidated what the children already know and were able to relate it to the real world and also have the opportunity to see these ideas demonstrated out practically, which is one area that was a concern with the new curriculum in that there is now less opportunity for practical experimentation/investigations.
Class Visit Yr5

The children love practical work. It is also nice to see them using other skills to carry out their task and working together as a team to achieve their goal. It was also nice for the children to mix with the other Yr5 classmates for this work – something that unfortunately the 3 form year groups won’t have the opportunity to do.
I didn’t have a list of the classes/Yr groups day’s activities that were going on today, but on talking to various teachers during the day. I learnt that 1M were doing activities based on plants and would be spending some time outside. Yr3 were doing work on light and shadows and would be making their own puppet show. Yr6 were doing an experiment to land a raw egg from a height without breaking it.


	Idea for future visits
Unfortunately the day went so quickly and I only had time to observe Yr5 so in future I would like to see other year groups during a science lesson or carrying out scientific investigations.


	Any other comments
I really enjoyed all the activities I observed today. Seeing the responses and engagement of the pupils. Also I found The Science Museum laid on some terrific presentations and I would like to thank Mrs Leng for organising their visit. From what I saw all the class teachers put a lot of thought into preparing fun scientific activities for their classes today. I recommend that Harlyn governors try to attend as many of these school activities as they can so that you can regularly observe the children’s learning experiences.


