Governor Visit Report
	Name
	Narinder Heyer-Chauhan

	Date of Visit
	28/06/18

	Focus of Visit
	Observing Yr3 & Yr5 French Classes 

	Class Visited
	3M & 5L 

	Focus of Visit
· See the level of progress of pupils from Yr3 to Yr5 in their ability to use the French language 
· Also to see new teaching methods implemented in teaching French as a no-speakers after KS2-wide training was given earlier in the school year.



	Summary of visit
Yr3 Class 1:00pm-1:40pm
The class was informed that I would be observing and it didn’t phase them at all. I also had a chance to talk to a small group of them before the lesson started. They are a very confident and happy group and they all expressed lots of excitement about their weekly French class.
Immediately, the class was given simple instructions in French (ecoutez, regardez) and the afternoon register was answered in French by the children.

The topic of the class was “The Months – Les Mois”

The words were shown on the whiteboard. Children were asked what they thought they were and if they were similar to words in English. They tried to pronounce them and were corrected by the class teacher. Rigalo (the bought in software used for lessons specifically for teachers who have no previous knowledge of French) was then used so that each month’s correct pronunciation could be heard and repeated. The repetitions were carried out as a whole class, as table groups and also at the same time as imitating another character e.g. say “janvier” using the voice of a mouse, gorilla or a rock star! These little variations make repetition fun and memorable thus helping to imbed the new vocab. 
Then on Rigalo the class had to complete an exercise (called Qu’est-ce qui manqué?) where one of the months was removed and the class had to deduce which one.

Lastly, a page containing a table was present in each of the children’s exercise books, where the children then create their own calendar writing the new words and including a picture for each alongside. I saw that these tables were differentiated with some of the new words already included for some of the children.
Yr5 Class 1:40pm-2:10pm

The topic of the class was “Food & how to make a sandwich”

Involved using vocabulary this group has had previously in Yr4.
Each child was given a picture of a food item and another piece of paper with another food item in written form. They were given a task of going round the class to find the word or picture that matches theirs. Some of these pairs were stuck on to the board and these served as introductory vocab. For the topic. Again the repetitions of these words were done using different voices e.g. say sandwich au fromage like the queen, in a whisper or like a rock star.
They watched a video on Rigalo about making a sandwich, which introduced 4 new verbs: prenez – to take, coupez – to cut, mettez – to put and mangez – to eat. The watched the video a 2nd time and answered comprehension questions.

The new words were entered into their exercise books. They repeated the words verbally whilst imitating their actions and again in different voices.

There was then an exercise on Rigalo to further practice these words.
Lastly, the class had to work in pairs to complete a written exercise on a Rigalo worksheet to create their own sandwich with a filling of their choice. They were also given an extra sheet with additional vocabulary and the option to use a French dictionary if they wanted to choose a food item not included.



	What I have learned from my visit
As seen previously all the children really enjoy learning another language and the format of Rigalo with cartoon videos and games encourage this.
The confidence of the teaching staff in using the French language (incorporating commands and expressions in French) and in using Rigalo as increased enormously.

The lessons are now much more structured and beneficial for the teacher and the pupils. The pupils were speaking, listening and also confidently writing in French in each class I observed.
This change in teaching format and the training that was provided to the teaching staff had made a real and positive impact and has benefitted the children. Today I observed a clear progression in learning from Yr3 to Yr5 where it was not so evident in Winter 2016.


	Idea for future visits
Perhaps a follow up in a year’s time to observe again.


	Any other comments
See above


