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Chair, Harlyn Fund Raising Association

Sent via email									10 March 2020
Dear Duncan,
Thank you for your very comprehensive paperwork on the pop-up circus the Fund Raising Association wish to book for next year.
I would like to assure you that the Governing Body will look at your proposal according to all the guidelines you have pointed out in your covering letter.  I can also assure you that all Governors are aware of how a Governing Body should function and do not require reminding.  I really find your letter quite offensive, and quite frankly am surprised that your first communication with us has been written in such a way.
As to your comment that you have been Chair of the FRA for two years and have not met the Chair or Vice Chair of the Governing Body, why haven’t you asked to meet us?   I have personally met and chatted to Danielle on several occasions.   I am in and out of school frequently as is the Vice chair.   I would also like to pick you up on your mention of a Parent Governor being recently co-opted onto the Governing Body.  Firstly how is this relevant and secondly this has not happened for around two years.
I get the impression that you consider we are being overly pedantic about the information we need, to be able to discuss your proposal in a fair manner.   I personally attended the last circus where it was seen fit to have double meanings to a lot of the jokes.   The final straw for me was when the ‘clown’ decided it was appropriate to moon in front of the audience.  There were audible gasps from all around me.  We must not forget that the audience is very diverse consisting of very young children and people who find any kind of nudity offensive.   Apart from that the field was churned up requiring repair and we received a number of complaints from neighbours in Harlyn Drive concerning noise and disturbance caused by the circus people, as they stayed overnight on the field, which went against what was agreed.   The school was left to deal with the complaints.
Our duty as a Governing Body is a strategic one and part of that is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the pupils and staff. We also have a duty to protect the school and its environment.
We would be failing in our duty if we did not look for assurances from yourselves that there will not be a repeat of previous experiences.
Your request will be discussed at the next Governing Body meeting, using all the information you have provided, and you will be advised of the outcome.  In the meantime I would like to suggest that if you are expecting any kind of relationship with us that you move on from quoting from documents from which you have picked out items that you seem to think we do not know about,  and that your knowledge will sway us in making any decision. 
Yours sincerely,
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Sally de Jongh
Chair of Governors, Harlyn Primary School
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