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Background
In line with the new Ofsted requirements, it has been necessary to review and modify the computing curriculum (as per all other subjects).  My monitoring of planning showed that there was overlap in certain topics as well as some repetition of the same activity across year groups.  I researched and prepared new planning for each year group showing clear progression of skills across the school. 

Curriculum Update
After researching and restructuring the curriculum, I provided planning and resources to each year group to ensure that the curriculum vision can be accurately implemented. Each year group undertakes differentiated coding activities (involving programming, debugging and app creation). The school uses Discovery Coding and all resources are provided for every lesson. 

In other parts of the curriculum, I have ensured that there is clear progression in word processing skills. It is concerning that many of the younger children are so used to using touchscreen phones and devices; this has detracted from their ability to use the various functions of Microsoft Word. Therefore, it is important that each year group focuses on word processing and presentation skills.  Additionally, each year group uses computing sessions to carry out cross-curricular topic work. One example of this is that, in Year 4, children gather and edit images and facts to complete a non-chronological report on India in their English lessons. 

In February 2019, there was a successful curriculum evening on internet safety to raise awareness to the school community about the important of staying safe online. The evening looked at different issues- ranging from stranger danger to online bullying and the pros and cons of social media.  Each year group teaching an e-safety lesson each half term; the objectives are progressive across the school. 

Equipment 
Amar continues to provide support to the school one day a week for any technical issues. He is very helpful and is always manages to sort out any of the problems that we have. The FRA continue to raise funds to support the rolling programme of interactive whiteboard updates.  This is proving very successful and the new whiteboards have had little to no issues with them at all. The server was replaced at the beginning of the academic year and all staff also use encrypted memory sticks to comply with GDPR regulations.

In an ideal world, we would have a set of tablets. However, these are expensive to purchase and repair and there is not money in the allocated budget to allow for this at present. With a full suite of working computers in the computing room, tablets are not a priority at this stage as they would not be enhancing the curriculum greatly. Teachers have been offered support with planning and team teaching to help the delivery of all aspects of the computing curriculum.

Next Steps

- To continue to monitor and review the newly-designed curriculum as it embeds across the school. 

-To update equipment as and where necessary.

-To turn the computing room into a stimulating learning environment.
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