Governor Visit Report
	Name
	Narinder (Nina) Heyer-Chauhan

	Date of Visit
	15/12/2023

	Focus of Visit
	MFL

	Class Visited
	3M

	Focus of Visit
Opportunity to observe a Year 3 French lesson, to ascertain how the children engage with learning an additional language and also how teaching staff engage with the new Primary French programme ‘Primary Language Network’.


	Summary of the activities
This lesson is given by the class teacher who is fluent in the French language, but feedback from other teaching staff is positive for the new learning and teaching software package.
Due to the time of year, the majority of the class focused on Christmas vocabulary and the lesson began with a French rendering of ‘Jingle Bells’ “Vive le vent, vive le vent…”  (from the Seasonal Specials section of the new software package), which involved the online French teacher signing a line of the song, which is then repeated and the children they also join in. 
The L.O. for the lesson was: To identify the traditions of a French Christmas. Once they went through these traditions, they then discussed whether these differed or were the same as the Christmas traditions in the U.K or in other parts of the world. (The had discussed worldwide Christmas traditions in another lesson recently e.g. India, Japan and Australia).
I was fortunate again to learn and also refresh my memory with lots of French Christmas vocabulary: Noël, une cheminée, des boules, des cartes de nëel, le Père de noël, le traîneau du Père de noël, un lutin, des rennes, un bas, une etoile, des cadeaux, un sapin de noël, la veille de noël.
The class was taught the importance in France of the date 6th December St Nickolas Day where a character called Père Fouettard punishes naughty children and gives good children sweets and also the greater importance of Christmas Eve in France, as opposed to Christmas day in the U.K.
The lesson also covered what French people traditionally eat for their Christmas meal: i.e Le menu: les canapés, le fruit de mer, la dinde et la salade (turkey with a salad), les fromages, la Buche de noël followed by le café et le petit fours.
After a lot of new vocabulary and discussion, for their book work, the children were given a worksheet with 6-8 of the Christmas-themed words that they had learnt in the lesson and had to use these to label a picture they would draw in their books.
The teacher acknowledged that this was not a typical lesson due to being so near to the Christmas holidays and so in order to show me some of the recent learning that had been covered, a song was played (which is usually used as a starter to their French lessons), while the children carried out their book work and the children sang along without even thinking about it.
Also, just before the end of the lesson, they did a brief recap of recent learning: greetings, days of the week, number 1-10 and months of the year (which had just been covered 2 weeks prior).

The class included:
Two students with extra learning requirements (one with a TA and the other with a volunteer who helps on Fridays).


	What I have learned from my visit
The children enjoy learning an additional language and due to the use of the French learning program. Unconsciously, they also had very good French accents. 
I was surprised to see so much new vocabulary being covered in the class, however, only the main words associated with Christmas were consolidated in a work sheet for their book work. Also, with this software they would be able to build upon the basic vocabulary each Christmas time.
As usual, it was also great to see that the children all had a lot of enthusiasm and fun during their French lesson.
 

	Idea for future visits
Towards the end of the year, I will carry out another visit to observe a Year 5 class and also see how the new French Language program is impacting learning.


	Any other comments






