Governor Visit Report
	Name
	Murray Perkins

	Date of Visit
	12/12/2023

	Focus of Visit
	English

	Class Visited
	1P

	Focus of Visit

Opportunity to observe a year 1 English lesson in progress, building on previous meetings and visits.  In addition, to have a one-to-one meeting with the teacher, Rebecca Petley. 



	Summary of the activities

1P were continuing an exercise focussing on instructional language.  Specifically, the making of a smoothie.  They had previously made smoothies and had begun the task of writing up the instructions.  

The lesson began on the mat, with various questions and responses from the class, building on what they have been learning.

Rebecca Petley was able to draw answers from almost all (if not all) the pupils and encouraged this engagement both verbally and through giving out small stickers as rewards.

Pupils then moved to their tables and continued the writing exercise.  I was able to look at different pupils work as they added instructions to their books.  

I then had a separate meeting with Rebecca outside the classroom.  



	What I have learned from my visit

I had a useful one-to-one meeting with Rebecca Petley, discussing not only the class I’d observed, but the English curriculum in general.  

As with my visit for humanities, it was encouraging to see how well behaved the class was, overall, how interested the children generally were and, in particular, the dedication the teacher had to her classroom work and the subject as a whole. 

I had some experience of this exercise with my own daughter and it was interesting and notable that changes had been made to its approach.  As was explained to me, they are now breaking this exercise into more segments to give the children more time to focus on the writing exercise and complete a greater volume of work on the subject.  

It was also notable that while there was an expected range of abilities within the class, in all cases, when looking at earlier work in the pupils’ books and what was being undertaken in the lesson I observed, there was clear universal improvement.  So, while there may be different levels of improvement between pupils, there was nonetheless improvement across the board, so much as I observed.    

It was also of some interest that this class had one pupil who appeared to be ahead of his cohort, in terms of the presentation of his writing, what he was writing and his technical understanding.  Rebecca Petley explained that this student was also doing spellings at a different level to others in the class, requiring her to give him a tailored list.  What was pleasing in particular was the care being taken to meet this pupils individual needs as much as those with less ability in the subject being taught. 

As with a previous visit focussing on English, it is clear there is a strong coordinated approach to the subject, an awareness and understanding of where development needs might lie from reporting and stats, and close attention to those areas requiring more focus.  

 

	Idea for future visits

In the new calendar year I aim to carry out another visit to observe a different year group (year 6 ideally, given I’ve yet to sit in on a year 6 class). 



	Any other comments








