Governor Visit Report – Harlyn Primary School
	Name
	Michele Matonti

	Date of Visit
	17/06/2024

	Focus of Visit
	Celebrating Differences Assembly

	Class Visited
	Assembly, Year 1 and 2 whole year groups 

	Focus of Visit
The purpose of the visit was to attend and participate in the Celebrating Differences assembly and then take questions from year 1 and 2 whole year groups. The day was focused on Physical Differences. 



	Summary of the activities
The assembly was well prepared and scripted so I knew exactly what to say. I was really pleased to attend and take part and discuss my disability.
There were a range of adults and children who spoke about their disability or condition to the whole school.
After I went to year 1 and 2 to answer questions the children had thought of to ask me.



	What I have learned from my visit

It reinforced the belief that children are so open to ideas and what is “normal”. The most difficult thing in my experience around disability is awareness and this was such a well thought out and considered way to make everyone welcome, to encourage the children to speak openly and consider everyone’s differences.
The children were very relaxed – if it was a group of adults it would be deemed “brave” – but they spoke to clearly. The children listened and were interested. 
The year groups were really funny, not afraid to ask me anything and enjoyed passing my legs around I had brought in for them.
Another parent also participated separately to me and I spoke to her the following week about it and she felt the same as me.
 

	Idea for future visits
If the other days in the week were like the one I attended then this should be a regular thing for the school, and hopefully something that all schools do. I am always happy to speak about my disability and especially in a relaxed and innocent environment. The more difference is spoken about the better and at this age it felt perfect. So, a repeat is good enough for now I think as Mrs Tosdevin had also organised wheelchair basketball etc.




	Any other comments
A massive thank you to Mrs T and the school for allowing such an important subject to be the focus for the week. Well done to all who organised the week.



