Assessment Monitoring – Autumn Term 2014
The start of the 2014/15 Academic Year has marked the beginning of New National Curriculums for Key Stage 1 and 2. The core and foundation subjects have changed in varying degrees of severity. However, it is worth pointing out that for Years 2 and 6 the English and Mathematics curriculums follow the old curriculum for this year as both cohorts will complete the last of the old style SATs in 2015. The changes in the curriculum have also meant that the levels have been scrapped and it is therefore, down to individual schools to set up their own system of assessing and tracking.

Assessment at Harlyn until Summer Term 2014
Our system of tracking and assessing has evolved over the last few years, and in common with schools nationally, has used the National Curriculum Levels as the basis of both formative and summative assessments. Termly assessment weeks have measured the children’s progress from their previous level/sublevel and have allowed tracking of individuals and class/year groups over time. The data from tracking has been used not only to determine the progress made by the children, to inform teaching and interventions but also to demonstrate to Governors how teaching is moving the children towards the expected outcomes of L2 in Y2 and L4 in Y6.
From September 2014
The new National Curriculum does not have any assessment system and the previous levels are not compatible with it. Schools have been given the freedom to set up their own systems of assessment. This of course means that schools will be measuring and assessing without a common language and expectations may vary between schools. There are to be ‘new’ style end of Key Stage assessments nationally but at the time of writing no information was available. However, what is clear that these will be summative only and not compatible with tracking progress over time.
Assessment at Harlyn from Autumn Term 2014
Through discussion with some other local schools and information from Hertfordshire Grid for Learning I have developed a new system of formative assessment to replace our tracking of levels. The system follows on from the EYFS in a way that the old National Curriculum did not. It uses the language of ‘Emerging’, ‘Developing’ and ‘Secure’. 

This new tracking system follows the old system’s principles that ongoing formative assessment is far more powerful than summative assessment in terms of enhancing learning. It is useful for teachers when considering pupils’ next steps and the giving of feedback. It also encourages judgments to be made on a range of good quality learning experiences and not purely on tests.

Aims of the new system
· The system needed to be simple – so that it can be easily understood at a glance by internal and external users of the data.
· The system needs to provide users with key performance indicators about the attainment and progress of children, which will inform self-evaluation and form a good starting point for demonstrating progress to Ofsted.
· The system needs to enable users to determine with confidence whether or not children are on track to meet the expected standards in the statutory assessments at the end of KS1 & 2.
· The terminology used needs to take account of the potentially harmful effects when describing the attainment of pupils who are working below the age-related expectations.

There is no direct conversion from the old levels to the new system.
The objectives for Maths and English (Reading/Writing separately) from the new National Curriculum have been broken down into Phases B – D across KS1 and Lower/Upper KS2.  (EYFS being Phase A). Within each Phase the objectives are sub-divided into 6 groups and each has an allotted point score. These scores replace the old APS values from the old curriculum.

A child will be measured against how many of the objectives have been achieved and from that a ‘Points Score’ will be used to show progress. ‘Good’ progress (numerically) will be 1.7 points per term OR 5.1 points in a year. In practice 2 points/term and 6/year would be very good progress. (These are higher but similar to the old APS measures of good progress). YR and Y1 have successfully trialled the system.
The system was demonstrated to the Curriculum Governors on 27th November 2014.

Our system has been shared with a number of other local schools as an example of assessment after levels. Some have adopted our system.
Next Steps
· Use of the new system in Assessment Weeks in 2014/15 (from Spring Term).
· Get advice from SIMS on altering the ‘Assessment Manager’ software.
· Y2 to run the old and new systems this year.
· Y6 just run the old system.
Monitoring
· Y1 & RD teachers have analysed the system and agree it works well.
· Termly tracking will be analysed.
· Usability and usefulness of the new system will be evaluated.
· Any National assessment developments will be included.
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