Curriculum Committee, notes on meeting held 17th March 2022, commencing 4.00 pm
Present: Chris Spratt, David Fox, Murray Perkins, Mike Simons
Apologies for absence: received from Pedro Borelli
Policies:
There were no policies for the Committee to consider this time.
Tracking: methodology:
Chris Spratt explained how the pupil progress tracking system was implemented and how it had it is now integrated with the SIMS database, to giving more efficient use of time and, and making it easier for teachers to identify the individual educational needs of their pupils. It also helps correlate other data, eg % of summer-born children.Questions were asked about how effectively standards were moderated across different year groups and classes, Chris responded that a lot of effort was made to ensure level standards, including an interactive INSET day which involved all teaching staff exchanging and comparing information.
Pupil Assessment:
Chris observed that the pattern seen in the previous year continued, with many children making good progress, but children in the Pupil Premium and SEN categories falling behind expectations for them. Interventions to catch up ground lost during the coronavirus pandemic are mentioned below.
[bookmark: _Hlk514337967]The percentages of pupils achieving expected or greater than expected progress at this Spring term stage were as follows with the previous term’s numbers shown in brackets:
Year 1, 48% Writing, 55%  Reading, 48% Maths   (49, 64, 76%)
Year 2, 55%  Writing, 74%  Reading, 72%  Maths (75, 67, 76%)
Year 3, 12% Writing, 64%  Reading, 38%   Maths  (37, 63, 37%)
Year 4, 71%  Writing, 75%  Reading, 83% Maths   (25, 52, 76%)
[bookmark: _Hlk518925147]Year 5, 44%  Writing, 45%  Reading, 36%  Maths  (67, 63, 37%)
Year 6, 82%  Writing, 73% Reading, 72%  Maths   (75, 67, 78%)
(SEN or EHCP children make up 15% of Y3, 12% of Y4 and 12% of Y5. Y3 has a high proportion of summer-born children). The very low writing attainment in Y3 remains an anomaly.
Covid Catch-up measures:
Covid catch-up funding is now called the Recovery Fund, which provides one full time extra teacher. Initially each year group got two extra sessions a week. Areas of need are identified for each class, with the help of tracking data. Thus for years 2 and 6 the teacher concentrates on maths. Tracking data showed the extra support had achieved catch-up in Y2, and so extra time was given to Y3 who were still in need.
Homework:
In answer to a question from Murray Perkins about whether homework tasks were adjusted to individual children’s needs, Chris and David explained that that was not in general practical, but the online learning system Doodle does provide personalised work programmes which adapt to the progress of each child as they go along. Doodle maths is being rolled out in the school, and Doodle English will be started soon. Chris and David gave a demonstration of Doodle Maths, and Murray and Mike found it impressive. 
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