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GEOGRAPHY POLICY

Introduction

Geography is the study of places, the human and physical processes that shape them and the people who live in them.  Geography should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deeper understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future.

Aims
At Harlyn we aim to:

· enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the United Kingdom and the wider world;
· increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in doing so, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural society;
· enable children to learn about and understand environmental problems at a local, regional, national and global level;
· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length;
· encourage a sense of responsibility for sustainable development and an appreciation of what “global citizenship” means;
· develop a variety of skills; including those of geographical enquiry, problem-solving, technology, investigation and how to present their conclusions in the most appropriate way;
· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes.

Teaching & Learning
A variety of teaching and learning styles are used in our geography lessons; children are taught in whole-class, group, paired or individual situations as appropriate.  Children are encouraged to ask, as well as answer, geographical questions.  They are given the opportunity to use a variety of resources such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs.  Technology is used in geography lessons where this serves to enhance their learning.  

Wherever possible, we involve the children in “real” geographical activities, e.g. research of a local environmental problem or use of the Internet to investigate a current issue.

In Key Stage 1 pupils should develop knowledge about their locality, the United Kingdom and the wider world. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

In Key Stage 2 pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area and the United Kingdom to Europe and the wider world. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. 

In Y6 the school journey to Georgeham develops fieldwork skills and gives direct experience of a contrasting UK locality.

We recognise the fact that there are children of different abilities in all classes and we work to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  We achieve this by:

· setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
· setting tasks of increasing difficulty;
· grouping children by ability and setting different tasks to each ability group;
· providing resources of different complexity according to the ability of the child;
· using other adults, when possible, to support children individually or in groups.

Curriculum Planning
We use the geography programme of study for Key Stages 1 and 2 of the new National Curriculum in England as the basis for our curriculum planning in geography.  We ensure that there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each area and we build planned progression into the scheme of work so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school.

We carry out curriculum planning in geography in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term).  The long-term plan maps the geography topics studied each term by every year group. 

The class teachers create a plan for each lesson (short-term plans).  These list the specific learning objectives of the lesson and activities.

Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and, through planned progression built into the scheme of work, children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school.

Foundation Stage
Geography is taught under “Knowledge and Understanding of the World”, one of the six areas of learning that forms part of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2012 revised curriculum.  Children find out and talk about features in their own environment and the natural world.  They begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people.

Cross-Curricular Links
Geography links naturally with many other subjects in the National Curriculum.  Children can develop their literacy skills through geography by talking about their work and presenting ideas through different kinds of writing.  Geographical enquiry encourages children to extract information from non-fiction texts, the Internet and CD ROMs, while the study of places encourages pupils to read fiction set in a range of locations.

Geography provides a range of opportunities for pupils to develop their mathematical skills, particularly when involved with fieldwork.  They collect, record, present and interpret data.  Map work encourages pupils to consider scale, distance and co-ordinates.

Geographical enquiry encourages the use of technology, particularly when pupils research using the Internet and CD ROMs.  Data collection relates well to the use of spreadsheets and databases.

Geography provides many rich opportunities for spiritual development, e.g. to appreciate the beauty and scale of geographical features of the world in which we live, the influence of natural phenomena on our lives and in the lives of others.

Work on the changing landscapes and environmental issues, encourages the children to reflect on the human impact on our world.  Through teaching about contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about inequality and injustice in the world.  We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people and acquire a positive attitude towards others.

Inclusion
Geography forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children regardless of their gender, race, religion or ability.

We provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s needs.  Geography gives opportunities to celebrate cultural diversity and forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children.

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning geography.  Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, e.g. a field trip, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

Assessment and Recording
Assessment is undertaken in various forms, including:
· Talking to pupils and asking questions;
· Making informal judgements through observing children during geography lessons;
· Work is marked each week and kept as evidence of the work covered, following the school’s marking policy;
· Lessons are evaluated by the class teacher to identify progress, address any misconceptions and inform future planning; 
· Monitoring takes place regularly to ensure coverage, progression and continuity throughout the school;
· Practical lessons should be evidenced through photos in their book;
· [bookmark: _Hlk160603931]Activities resulting in written or oral outcomes, project material, models, practical fieldwork, role-play, video/audio presentations, factual recall, observations and display work may provide a basis for assessment.
· Records are maintained on each child’s progress and we use these as a basis for assessing the progress of the child and this information is passed on to the next teacher at the end of the year.

Parents will be informed about their child’s progress in Geography during the Summer term via the annual school report. 

Resources
We encourage the use of a variety of resources in order to stimulate children’s interest in geography including visual material, e.g. different kinds of photographs, globes, a range of maps and atlases as well as fiction and non-fiction texts.

Many subject specific resources are kept in year group classrooms or can be found in the central humanities resources room (1.44) upstairs in the West Building located between the boys and girls toilets.  The Libraries contain a good supply of geography topic books.  

Fieldwork
Fieldwork is integral to good geography teaching and, where possible, we include opportunities to involve children in practical geographical research and enquiry.

The children have opportunities to carry out investigations in the local environment where they are given opportunities to observe and record information. 

At KS2 the children have the opportunity to take part in a residential visit to Georgeham in Devon.

The Role of the Co-ordinator
The geography Co-ordinator’s role is to enable good practice in the teaching and learning of geography to be maintained and developed throughout the school.  This will be achieved by:

· building and maintaining effective resources;
· monitoring the standard of children’s work and the quality of teaching in geography;
· supporting colleagues in the teaching of geography;
· attending INSET courses and keeping up-to-date with current developments and curriculum requirements;
· liaising with outside advisors;
· giving the headteacher a summary of progress in geography and indicating areas for further improvement.  This forms part of the School Development Plan;
· monitoring and evaluating the implementation of this policy.


This policy will be regularly updated.
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