Curriculum Committee, notes on meeting held 8th December 2022, commencing 4.00 pm
Present: Chris Spratt, David Fox, Murray Perkins, Pedro Borelli, Mike Simons
Maths Monitoring – Miss N. Mussa
A new system for teaching times tables was successfully trialled in 2021/22 and then extended to Y4 and UKS2 . It is more efficient in time and paper usage, and better incentivises children of all abilities with tests and awards. Teaching techniques include rote learning, interactive games, songs, beat the clock, times tables board games/ flash cards/ doodle maths, and laminated times tables wheels.
In Y6, and now extended to Y5, tests are given at the start of every lesson, , plus weekly tests. Thhese inform teachers of areas for further development.
Planning across the school is taken from the White Rose Maths Hub, and includes mental maths, arithmetic, and mastery activities.
A set of teaching recommendations has been prepared for teachers in all year groups.
Covid Catch-Up:
Catch-up data were presented for all year groups. It was commented that progress was slower this year than last, mainly because they were of a lower ability range.
Pupil Assessment:
Chris Spratt presented the assessment data for the Autumn Term.
[bookmark: _Hlk514337967]The percentages of pupils achieving expected or greater than expected progress at this Autumn term stage were as follows with the previous term’s numbers shown in brackets, black, and 2021 Autumn results in brackets in blue. Also for comparison, the last pre-covid year, 2019, in mauve.
Year 1, 86%  Reading, 82% Writing, 46% Maths   (52, 42, 72%)	(63, 63, 63%)	(74, 86, 85%)		
Year 2, 58%  Reading, 68%  Writing, 49%  Maths (77, 66, 75%)	(64, 60, 83%)	(64, 58, 98%)	
Year 3, 55%  Reading, 55% Writing, 48%   Maths  (62, 42, 40%)	(37, 63, 37%)	(84, 70, 75%)
Year 4, 54%  Reading,  52%  Writing, 76% Maths   (75, 72, 83%)	(25, 52, 76%)	(84, 92, 86%)
[bookmark: _Hlk124433152][bookmark: _Hlk518925147][bookmark: _Hlk124433592][bookmark: _Hlk124433850]Year 5, 83%  Reading, 93%  Writing, 88%  Maths  (64, 47,46%)	(69, 63, 37%)	(92, 71, 92%)
Year 6, 83%  Reading, 93%  Writing, 88%  Maths  (--, --, -- )		(75, 67, 78%)	(79, 88, 99%)
In year 2, substantial numbers of children scored only just below the expected standard, just small improvements needed to reach the expected standard.
Over the past year, there has been a change in how the “expected level” in each subject is set. This could mean that that the percentage shown as attaining Expected or above could differ from the percentage shown previously even though the actual Attainment scores were similar.
The changes were made because the previous “expected level” was probably set too low, resulting in  too many pupils being assessed as attaining the expected level. The adjustment is under review

Michael Simons		
(Chair, Curriculum Committee)	January 2022

