Curriculum Committee, notes on meeting held 9th December 2021, commencing 4.00 pm
Present: Chris Spratt, David Fox, Simon Jones, Mike Simons
Policies:
The Committee considered the following four draft policies: 
Curriculum; Equal Opportunities; Physical Education; Special Educational Needs.
All the policies were updates of the existing policies, and, subject to a couple of minor amendments, all were agreed by the Committee.
Tracking: methodology:
Chris Spratt reported that the pupil progress tracking system had been improved to give automatic input from the SIMS database, to give better Science data, and to make it easier for teachers to identify the individual educational needs of their pupils.
Pupil Assessment:
Chris observed that the pattern seen in the previous year continued, with many children making good progress, but children in the Pupil Premium and SEN categories falling behind expectations for them. Interventions to catch up ground lost during the coronavirus pandemic are mentioned below.
[bookmark: _Hlk514337967]The percentages of pupils achieving expected or greater than expected progress at this Spring term stage were as follows:
Year 1, 63% Writing, 63% Reading, 63% Maths
Year 2, 64%  Writing, 60%  Reading, 83%  Maths
Year 3, 37% Writing, 63%  Reading, 37% Maths
Year 4, 25%  Writing, 52%  Reading, 76% Maths
[bookmark: _Hlk518925147]Year 5, 69%  Writing, 63%  Reading, 37%  Maths 
Year 6, 75%  Writing, 67% Reading, 78%  Maths
(SEN or EHCP children make up 15% of Y3, 12% of Y4 and 12% of Y5)
Chris referred to data showing that summer-born children tended to make less progress than those born earlier in the school year.
Covid Catch-up measures:
It has been found that providing catch-up lessons before or after normal school hours is not viable in the long term. However good catch-up progress has been achieved through employing a dedicated catch-up teacher who provides targeted teaching to pupils who require it. For catch-up sessions, they are withdrawn from a normal lesson and taught in small groups of up to eight children. Very good results have been achieved.
Michael Simons		
(Chair, Curriculum Committee)	January 2022



