Curriculum Committee

Harlyn School Staff Room
8pm
Tuesday 2 March 2004

MINUTES

Present:
Jackie Barton, Kay Dix, Pam Edwards, Jackie Lack, Roger Pearce, Mike Simons

Apologies: 
Louise Billington

1
Geography Policy
Co-ordinator – Valerie Steel


Valerie introduced the new policy, a renewal of the former policy of 1999, updated in the light of the QCA Schemes of Work and of material produced by the LEA.


Valerie answered questions which enabled a discussion about geography teaching exploring: time pressures of the national curriculum, the place of outings, how resources are used in the school, children’s awareness of the places where they travel for holidays, cross-curricular links particularly with history, and the range of learning experiences from Barnaby bear stories at Foundation Stage to extensive project work on the Georgeham area in Year 6 linked with the School Journey.


One interesting aspect of the current review of the literacy hour is that more possibilities will open up for using geography-related texts.


After some minor amendments the policy was warmly approved.

2 Attendance

Governors at the previous full meeting meeting had agreed to send a letter to parents discouraging absence from school for holidays during term time.  A draft had been agreed by email exchange.  However the Director of Education had then offered a similar letter to parents which schools could distribute if they wished.  It was felt that this letter, while forcefully bringing the same persuasion to parents, was slightly weakened by an unrealistic comment about police checking on children at Heathrow, and more seriously affected by apparently allowing 10 days of authorised absence in the year.  

It was decided, after some adjustments to the governors’ letter, and the omission of the apparent permission for absence in the Director’s letter, to send out both back-to-back.  

3 School Development Plan

Jackie Lack gave an update on the staff’s discussion of priorities at an INSET day.  

In the area of Curriculum issues the priorities decided were to review the literacy hour including the use of alternative texts to incorporate other subjects; to consider whether streaming would be helpful in literacy in the way that it is in maths; to review the teaching of spelling, to review RE teaching; and to work at strategies for more able children. 

Information was given about parents’ responses to the SDP questionnaire and also the encouragement of the children’s responses. 

Comment was made about one or two cases where governors’ comments had shown some unawareness of the activities regarding the School Council and Sport in the school.  

4 Playground

A brief update was given on the FRA plans to provide playground equipment.  Questions needed to be asked about meeting the range of ages in the school, the cost of supervision, the first aid factors, insurance matters, and our preference for varied and low level activities.  The chair and another committee member would be at our next governors’ meeting.

5 Self Evaluation

An LEA led event affecting the whole school had to be cancelled due to inspector’s illness.

6 Annual Review

Jackie circulated copies of Review reports which would be made available to all governors.

