Curriculum Committee of Harlyn School Governing Body
Notes on meeting held 28th November 2013, commencing at 6pm.
Committee Members Present:  Nadeem Aslam, Simon Jones, Karen Robert (guest), Mike Simons (Chair).  Apologies for absence were received from Abi Back, Terry Butfield and Tina Sutch.
A draft Continuing Professional Development  policy was presented by Brenda Barker and agreed as received.
A draft updated Foundation Stage policy was presented by Sarah Dookhun  and agreed with one minor clarification. 

A draft updated Design and Technology policy was presented by Sarah Dookhun  and agreed as received. 

A draft updated Safeguarding policy was presented by Simon Jones and agreed with minor clarification.. 

The Deputy Head, Simon Jones, then presented the school’s Tracking Results, from teacher assessments carried out in the Summer and Autumn 2013 terms in Reading, Writing, Maths and Science, for years 1 to 6. He explained that Ofsted are now using Average Points Scores (APS) as their key measure of progress. Each tracking level is assigned a numerical point value, eg 3c=19, 3b=21, 3a=23, and the average across each year group in each subject is calculated: these were included in the tracking results. The Chairman also showed the results for all three terms of the 2013 academic year, displayed in a more graphical format.
Governors noted that the results showed clear forward progress in the four subjects in years 2 and 3 (year 1 having only the one initial set of results).  Year 4 showed little progress in maths, backward progress in writing and science, and moderate progress in reading. It was suggested that a high turnover of pupils (8 new, largely EAL, and 5 leaving) could account for this. Year 5 (7 new, 3 leaving) showed good progress in reading, and modest progress in the other subjects. Year 6 (1 new, 6 leaving) showed negative progress in writing and reading, and mixed results in maths and science. An explanation might be pupil turnover plus an over-generous assessment of the then year 5 group in Summer 2013, when high scores were attained in all subjects, especially at the top end. 
The Chairman noted that this set of results was the first since 2010 to show apparent negative progress in some areas. On the other hand, the APS scores were near or above the benchmark level for the autumn term for years 3 to 6.
Finally, Karen Robert indicated that she would like to be a member of the Curriculum Committee.
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